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A Senate Budget Committee draft 
report circulating on Capitol Hill 
proposes terminating a wide range 
of U.S. peacekeeping, international 
lending and arms control programs, 
and phasing out foreign aid to Rus- 
sia, other former Soviet republics, 
Ireland, Turkey, Greece and Cyprus 
over five years. 

The two-page summary, prepared 
by Republican majority Committee 
aides, offers a window on GOP think- 
! ing that one way to help achieve a 
| balanced budget by the turn of the 
! century is through across-the-board 
reductions in U.S. involvement over- 
seas. 

In a separate development yester- 
day evening, the House rejected a 
Republican proposal designed to 
force the administration to move 
ahead with a “Star Wars” national 
missile defense system. 

On a vote of 218 to 211, the 
House dropped the missile defense 
language from a bill pushed by the 
House GOP leadership, the Associat- 
ed Press reported. Twenty-four Re- 
publicans joined Democrats in sup- 
porting the amendment. 

On the Senate side, senior Budget 
Committee aides stressed that the 
document proposing foreign spend- 
ing cutbacks was still evolving and 
has not been approved by Commit- 
tee Chairman Pete V. Domenici (R- 
N.M.) or other members. But the 
proposal has been distributed to 
some officials at the State Depart- 
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ment and the Agency for Interna- 
tional Development, who said yes- 
terday they take it seriously as a 
statement of Republican intentions. 

“It really is no longer rhetoric; 
these are serious proposals,” one of- 
ficial said. 

The document reflects the wide- 
spread view in the new Republican- 
controlled Congress that U.S. tax- 
payer dollars have been ill-spent on 
international adventures and ill- 
advised investments — a view Clin- 
ton administration officials have de- 
nounced asisolationist 

The document, a copy of which 
was obtained by The Washington 
Post, proposes to cut overall interaa- 


Republican leadership and is reflect- 
ed in the Budget Committee draft. 

The document also targets for 
termination overseas broadcasting 
programs, including Voice of Ameri- 
ca and Radio Marti. It calls for cut- 
backs in spending for international 
exchange programs and for the 
Overseas Private Investment Corp., 
an agency that provides subsidized 
insurance to American corporations 
to make risky foreign investments. 

The proposed broad assault on 
U.S. international activities is con- 
trary to key components of the Clin- 
ton administration’s foreign policy: 
multilateral approaches to global 
problems, direct aid to former com- 
munist countries and use of U.S. 


tional affairs spending, currently 
about $21 billion a year, by about 
$3.5 billion. 

It proposes to “terminate” support 
for “multilateral development 
banks,” which it did not identify but 
which provide loans to developing 
countries. It also calls for halting vol- 
untary U.S. payments to most Unit- 
ed Nations programs, and ending 
support for the Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency and the Agen- 
cy for International Development. 

Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee Chairman Jesse Helms (R- 
N.C.) said this week he is developing 
a plan that would merge those agen- 
cies, plus the U.S. Information 
Agency, into the State Department. 
That plan has strong support in the 


government mechanisms to stimu- 
late free markets abroad. 

“They [Republican leaders] are 
trying to come up with a balanced 
, budget by the year 2002, and 
they’re going to have to do those 
kinds of things in foreign aid and 
elsewhere in order to get there,” 
said a knowledgeable Republican 
aide to the Senate Appropriations 
Committee. 

Sen. Don Nickles (R-Okla.), a 
member of the Budget Committee, 
predicted multilateral development 
banks would “come under a lot more 
scrutiny,” and that “you’ll probably 
see some Russian aid tied to a reduc- 
tion in their aggression in Chechn- 
ya.” 

“We’re going to look closer at a 
lot of things mentioned on that sheet 
. . . and I think those are areas 
where we’re going to be making re- 
ductions,” Nickles said. 

However, Sen. Patrick J. Leahy 
(Vt.), ranking Democrat on the Sen- 
ate Appropriations foreign opera- 
tions subcommittee, said, “I think 
it’s kind of early to say what’s g oing 
to be cut out and what’s not.” 

While many of the proposals carry 
significant foreign policy implica- 
tions, foreign aid spending consti- 
tutes a small fraction of the overall 
budget. Republican leaders commit- 
ted to reducing the deficit by the 
year 2002 will be forced to seek sub- 
stantial reduction in entitlement pro- 
grams and other domestic programs 
to achieve their goal. 

Secretary of State Warren Chris- 
topher, asked yesterday at a Senate 
Budget Committee hearing about 
U.S. aid to former Soviet republics, 
said aid to Russia is already slated to 
be reduced by $100 million in the 
current year. 



